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CURRENT  LIST  OF  MEDICAL  LITERATURE  is  an 
index  to  the  current  medical  periodical  literature, 
published  monthly  by  the  Armed  Forces  Medical 
Library.  Approximately  1400  journals  and  medical 
projects  reports  from  all  parts  of  the  world  are 
regularly  indexed,  yielding  about  100, 000  art icles 
annually.  Each  regular  issue  from  January  through 
May  and  from  July  through  November  consists  of 
three  parts:  a  Register  of  Articles,  a  Subject 
Index,  and  an  Author  Index.  The  last  (June  and 
December)  issue  of  each  semi-annual  volume  is  a 
cumulation  of  the  Author  and  Subject  Indexes  of 
the  preceding  five  numbers. 

Register  of  Articles.  Journal  issues  indexed 
in  a  particular  number  of  the  Current  List  are 
arranged  in  the  Register  alphabetically  by 
journal  title,  the  articles  listed  and  numbered 
according  to  their  appearance  in  the  journal  it- 
self. The  numbering  of  articles  is  begun  anew 
with  each  volume  of  the  Current  List  and  continues 
consecutively  through  the  five  non-cumulative 
numbers  of  that  volume. 

The  full  title  of  each  journal  appears  in 
upper  case  as  a  caption,  followed  in  parentheses 
and  lower  case  by  the  location  of  the  editorial 
office,  when  this  is  not  indicated  by  the  journal 
title  itself.  Directly  under  the  title  caption 
appears  the  title  abbreviation,  volume  and  issue 
numbers,   and  date  of  publication. 

Below  the  bibliographical  reference  line  are 
listed  the  articles  in  order  of  their  appearance 
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in  the  journal.  All  original  articles  are  listed. 
There  is  no  attempt  at  qualitative  selection. 
Occasionally,  however,  an  article  is  omitted  from 
the  listing  and  not  indexed  if  it  falls  beyond  the 
scope  of  the  Armed  Forces  Medical  Library,  and, 
therefore,  of  this  publication.  Omission  of 
articles  from  the  listing  and  indexing  isindicated 
by  an  asterisk  prefixed  to  the  bibliographical 
reference  line. 

Each  article  entry  is  composed  of  a  serial 
number  tying  it  to  the  indexes,  the  author  or 
authors  of  the  article  in  upper  case,  the  title 
of  the  article  in  the  vernacular  with  an  English 
translation,   and  pagination. 

The  Current  List  also  indexes  Medical 
Projects  Reports.  These  are,  in  most  instances, 
near-print  reports  of  research  projects  accom- 
plished under  government  contract  and  issued  by 
the  sponsoring  agency  or  institution.  These 
reports  are  listed,  alphabetically  by  sponsor, 
in  an  appendix  to  the  Register,  and  are  indexed 
by  author  and  subject  in  the  same  fashion  as  are 
the  journal  articles. 

Subject  Index.  Subject  indexing  is  done  on 
three  levels:  a  main  heading,  a  subheading,  and 
a  sub-subheading  or  modification.  Main  headings 
used  are  those  which  appear  in  the  Subject 
Heading  Authority  List  of  the  Current  List  of 
Medical  Literature.*     Subheadings  are  standard 

*Soon  to  be  obtainable  by  purchase  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  (Jovernraent  Printing 
Office,  Washington  25,  D.C. 
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words  or  phrases  representing  concepts  of  frequent 
occurrence  in  biomedical  literature,  and  therefore 
useful  for  purposes  of  subgrouping.  Most  of  the 
subheadings  are  applicable  to  a  single  category 
of  main  headings,  such  as  diseases,  anatomical 
parts,  or  chemical  substances,  while  others  are 
appl icable  to  more  than  one  such  category.  Oper- 
ational exigenciiBS  prevent  the  use  of  subheadings 
whose  meaning  restricts  them  to  use  under  one 
or  a  few  particular  main  headings.  The  modifi- 
cation is  derived  from  the  article  itself  and 
attempts  to  give  within  its  limits  an  indication 
of  the  substance  of  the  article.  Where  large 
amounts  of  material  under  a  particular  main 
heading  or  subheading  justify  further  grouping, 
simple  rules  of  syntax  are  observed  in  the  form- 
ulation of  modifications.  An  asterisk  preceding 
the  modification  indicates  that  reference  is  to 
an  article  in  a  foreign  language. 

Author  Index.  Every  author  credited  by  an 
article  is  listed  in  the  author  index  by  surname 
and  initials.  Articles  about  an  individual 
(including  significant  obituaries)  are  listed  in 
the  Subject  Index,  under  the  appropriate  headings: 
BIOGRAPHIES,    OBITUARIES,  etc. 

Subscriptions  and  Distribution.  Paid  sub- 
scriptions are  handled  entirely  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington  25,  D.C.  and  may  be  placed  at  any  time. 
The  subscription  rate  is  $12.00  per  year,  domestic; 
and  $15.50  per  year,  foreign.  All  communications 
regarding  subscriptions  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents. 
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Every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  currency, 
comprehensive  coverage,  and  alert  subject  index- 
ing of  the  approximately  1400  journals  selected 
for  indexing  in  the  Current  List.  Users  of  the 
index  are  earnestly  requested  to  share  in  the 
work  by  submitting  pertinent  comments  and  sugges- 
t  ions. 

Further  information  may  be  secured  by 
writing  to: 

Editor,  Current  List   of  Medical  Literature 
Armed  Forces  Medical  Library 
7th  Street  and  Independence  Avenue,  S.W. 
Washington  25,  D.C. 


-4- 


